Letters and Commentary

Why I joined the Greater
Crisfield Action Coalition

For those of you who know me,
you know there are very few things I
do lightly. I was born and raised like
many of you, right here in Crisfield,
and while it was not perfect, I have
such fond memories of my childhood
that when I left here in 1981 to start
my college career, I always knew that
someday I would return. You see, I
remember growing up in a town that
was t ng and vibrant.

Later working at Paul's Kitchen
and Handy’s, hanging out with my
friends, going to the movies, Luigi's
Pizza Parlor and Aunt Em’s. Shop-

ping at Grant’s, Silco’s or 5 and Dime  2006.
store for an outfit (we couldn’t af-

ford Scher’s (lol)), while my parents
shopped at Acme or A&P for grocer-

ies. Some of you know exactly what

I am talking about. So for me, after
20 years in a very lucrative job, but
ﬂ‘usmtedwtththehustleandbusﬂe

the young people to do. That was
Little did I know that God
would allow that journey to consume
Wlife:ﬁm-mthiajoumeythatl
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I found her to be genuine and sincere
in her concern for all the citizens in
our community.

While at a City Council presenta-
tion, she outlined a plan to move our
City forward, but what struck me the
most, was her vision for Main Street.
When I saw the drawing she had of

otmeleapt Itwasafeehnslmdnot
felt since starting It Takes a Village.
So when the City Council rejected
that vision and voted not to accept
her proposal, I was very
and encouraged her not to give u
ask, where is the vision and le er-
ship for our City? How can I help our
children to have hope and believe in
themselves when all they see is pov-

erty and despair all around?

So while I could not fathom tak-
ing on one more project, how could I
say no when asked to help with ideas
to revive our City? So for more than
a year our Team — the Beard'ofﬂle
Greater Crisfield Action n
— from all walks of life, has
together, not in isolation, «but with
input from the many citizens who
eame to our Community input meet-
ing at the Woodrow Wilson Com-
munity Center, the business leaders
who attended the community input
meeting at the Crisfield Heritage
Museum, and the many one-on-one
meetings with other Citizens.

It was from these voices, along
with the voices of those who worked
on the Strategic Revitalization Plan
and the Economic Development Task
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