Letters to the Editor

Crisfield Coalition member
perplexed by couneil’s vote

As a relatively new resident of
Crisfield, I was initially perplexed
as to why this community was not
thriving. We have heritage, friendly
folks, we are surrounded by natural
beauty, the best marina in Maryland,
a top flight State Park, outstand-
ing seafood and much more. These
questions  were answered in full at
the City Council meeting of August
24th. Before an overflowing audience
of supporters, members of the City
Council rejected the application for
a letatengmppazt.tur'lhe Greater
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opportun.ity to succeed in an out-
standing and meaningful way.

Sound Off!

QUESTION: Gov. Hogan, how
about an Executive Order telling col-
leges and universities they've got to
start school after Labor Day?
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Our Vision is for Crisfield to be the
number one unique tourist destina-
tion on the Eastern Shore. We will real-
izeourvisionforthe Crisfield commu-

nity by executing meaningful actions
that conform to our Core Values.”

We felt that this was the first step
in developing a working relationship
with the City and community. The
community showed its support with
a turnout that old timers say they
have-never before seen. Some said
there were a few occasions where
aroused citizens came to protest a
measure but m in support of
something. This is very heartening!

Since then there have been per-
sonal attacks maunted by a current
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As a board member I ca.n say with
confidence that there is NO finaneial
or personal gain to be had as a Board
member of GCAC. It is clearly stat-
ed in our bylaws that we cannot in

any fashion benefit from our service

and that NO ONE in our family can
benefit from our service. If our ef-
forts lead to increased property val-
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ues, better jobs for our citizens and a
more successful commu-
nity, then I guess we will profit and
are guilty as charged.

It was also suggested that the
City should control any and all mon-
ey that comes into the City. I guess
this is a new policy that is reserved
only for GCAC. As an example, the
City did not and does not control the
money in 2 of the 3 grants held by “It
Takes a Village”, by any grants held
by SOMOS, nor did the City con-
trol how the funds were used by the
Long Term Recovery Committee.
Not a very balanced approach.

Please take a moment and think
about what the City has done over
the last decade to revitalize the com-
munity. I truly believe that most have
tried their best to improve conditions,
but the weight of responsibility in
theCit’ycanweardownt.hebestand
is brightest. When you have a munici-
pality that is shrinking yearly along
with the tax base, 40% of the land
maintheC!tyisnottaxableand
40% of residents who are incapable
of contributing to the tax base, plus a
deteriorating infrastructure you have
a recipe for disaster (see Detroit).

This is the part that I find per-
plexing. The City is turning down
help from a self-funded group of
professionals from many fields who
may be able to contribute and help
the City, free of cost. If this were just
about the City, that would be one

thing, but we are the GREATER
CRISFIELD Action Coalition, so our
goal is to have a positive effect on
the lives of everyone in the area. The
Council’s vote disenfranchised our
Somerset County neighbors.

For 40+ years, Crisfield has spent
hundreds of thousands of dollars try-
ing to develop a plan to move Cris-
field forward....each and every one of
those plans are now gathering dust,
and we are worse off than ever. We
at GCAC may not have all of the an-
swers, but I can confidently say that
no action will continue to condemn

‘us to poverty, lack of jobs, abandoned

houses, a shrinking tax base and
hopelessness. If this is the future that
you want then by all means support
the members of the City Council who
want no progress, but if you are will-
ing to take this ride with us, we will
diligently work on your behalf to im-

- prove everyone’s life (without pay!).

Paul Regester, Vice President
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